
 Bells on the Beach  Youth Directors Notes  July 2022 

 “I’m Just a Poor Wayfaring Stranger,” Tammy Waldrop 

 This is a true folksong – we don’t know who wrote the tune and there are many different 
 lyrics that have been written to go with the tune.  In addition, “Wayfaring Stranger” has 
 been sung by many different artists in their own unique style from Ed Sheeran using 
 loops and beat box to country artists like Johnny Cash and Glen Campbell to 
 bluegrass-newgrass artists like The Petersens.  Tammy Waldrop, who arranged our bell 
 version, thoughtfully wrote out performance notes under the bells used chart to help us 
 interpret her version – be sure to read them.  Also, check out the lyrics to get the full 
 meaning of the piece. 

 In measures 1-20, 29-36, and 68-end: 
 ●  Most of the bass clef (C3-B4) is malleted.  Be sure to lay down a good bass line 

 by not rushing the beat.  Subdividing (counting 1&2&3&4&) will help to keep it 
 stable and let it groove. 

 ●  The melody is rung in the middle bells (C5-G5) which can easily be covered up by 
 the bass and high treble.  Play the melody louder and the other bells play softer. 

 ●  A5 and up are thumb damped, mostly on beats 2 and 4.  Be sure to play together 
 by getting your eyes up out of the music and watch the director and each other.  
 By watching each other you’ll also be able to ring with the same stroke and height 
 so that the chords will be balanced.  Eb6/7F6/7 ringer has a challenge in that they 
 will have to play TD while also 4 in handing.  They’ll have to hold the castings (the 
 bell part) in 4 in hand position rather than the handles. 

 In measures 20-28, all the bells are rung and loudly.  On the shakes, be sure to keep 
 your bells moving in a circle. 

 In measures 36-52 and 60-68: 
 ●  Follow Tammy’s performance notes for the gyros in the higher treble clef. 
 ●  The tower (toll) swings are only for the bass clef whole notes.  The down swing is 

 on beat 3 and the upswing is on beat 4. 
 ●  The echoes are only for the middle treble clef whole notes, also on beats 3 and 4. 
 ●  There is a kind of call response thing happening every 2 measures between the 

 melody (mostly treble clef stems up) and the 3 quarter note chords with the 
 following downbeat.  Make sure both parts are balanced and played mf. 

 ●  In m.41, 49, and 65, the GAB3 ringer should ring the F3. 

 In measures 53-60 there are chimes for the treble clef and they are LV.  In measure 60 
 there is a B4 chime.  In the handbells used chart, the B4 chime is written in the treble 
 clef so it’s easy to miss.  C3 and C4 ringers be sure to follow Tammy’s directions in m. 
 67. 

 In measure 85 to the end be sure to follow the dynamics and Tammy’s directions.  The 
 last measure has a rest on beat 2 and then rung chord on beat 3(mf) with vibrato.  We’ll 
 more than likely fade out for the ending. 


