
Christmas Handbells 2020

Frequently Asked Questions 
PLEASE SEE 11/13/2020 UPDATES STARTING ON PAGE 4.  

GENERAL 

Will the director or other participants be able to hear what I am ringing on 
November 21st? 

No, no one else will be able to hear what you are ringing on the 21st. But YOU 
will be able to hear the full pre-recorded massed ring choir through your 
computer speakers, so you can hear yourself in the context of the piece.


How should I set up to get the most out of the experience on November 21st? 
We recommend that you place your computer monitor so that you can see it 
above your music stand and/or book. Then place your music and bells as you 
normally would. (See an example set up in the picture below.) Make sure to have 
your keyboard handy so you can ask questions in the chat!




Can I participate as an individual ringer, without my bell choir? 
Yes, you can be by yourself in your home on the 21st and 
ring along with the videos; your whole bell choir does not 
need to participate. (See the picture above for an 
example set up.) You just need your computer and some 
way to hear the sound (computer speakers or external 
speakers). If your group wants to do the experience 
together, gather in a place with access to a big screen 
TV that can access (or can be hooked up to access) 
YouTube.
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Christmas Handbells 2020
How can we have a massed ring rehearsal without all the parts? 

Prior to the event, you can “air ring” along with tracks provided by the 
publishers of our musical selections. Our event video will be available after the 
21st, and will remain available until November 27th (when your video 
submissions are due), so you can have time to practice with the full pre-
recorded massed ring choir.


Are we supposed to take our bells home, learn our parts, then record ourselves? 
That was the original intent. We did not know if folks would have the ability to 
get together in groups, so we designed it for individuals to have bells at home. 
However, if your group wants to do the experience together, gather in a place 
with access to a big screen TV that can access (or can be hooked up to access) 
YouTube.


I cannot participate on November 21st at the specified time. May I still submit a 
video?  

Yes, as long as you have registered and paid the fee, you can submit a video.

Our event video will be available after the 21st, and will remain available until 
November 27th (when your video submissions are due), so you can experience 
the event and practice with the full pre-recorded massed ring choir.


FEES 

Can my group members pay the discounted rate if the director is a member of 
HMA? 

Yes, your group members can pay the $15 rate. On the registration form, they 
will simply need to indicate that their director is a member, then put the member 
number in the “other” line on the registration form.


Is the fee per person or per choir?  
The $15/$25 fee is per person. If an entire group wishes to register, please 
contact Sharon Guilliams at Registrar.Area12@HandbellMusicians.org 

for additional instructions.


When is the deadline to pay the fee?  
The deadline to pay is November 21st. Videos 
submitted by people that have not paid (or do not have 
a scholarship) will be notified that payment is required 
before their video submission can be included in the 
Virtual Ensemble video. 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Christmas Handbells 2020
RECORDING INFORMATION 

Will there be directions for recording our video submissions? 
Yes, event-specific recording guidance should be available on our event 
webpage on November 15th. The event-specific guidance will be available in 
both written and video form. If you want some general information on how to 
record yourself, you can view a video at Brian Seemann’s vlog (https://
tinyurl.com/y369zocx). Please note that you DO NOT need fancy audio or video 
equipment to submit something for Christmas Handbells, the video/audio from 
most cell phones is sufficient. If you still have questions about recording your 
submission, you are more than welcome to participate in LA Metro’s Happy 
Hour on November 5th at 6:30 pm Pacific Time (https://tinyurl.com/y35cgmew). 
Additionally, immediately after the event on the 21st, there will be a 2-hour zoom 
meeting (from 3:00–5:00 Pacific time) to answer any specific questions you may 
have about recording your submission.


Do I need a fancy video camera or recording equipment? 
No, you do not need anything fancy. For the recording, you will need two 
devices and earphones. One device will be used to record your video and audio, 
while the other device will be used to listen (via earphones) to the reference click 
+ music track.


What should I wear? Is there a dress code? 
For the November 21st workshop, you can wear anything you want; only those 
in the same room with you will see. However, because the Virtual Ensemble 
videos will be used by the Pasadena Symphony for their holiday concert, and 
churches will be using it in worship services, we request that you wear “Concert 
Black” (women in all black, men in black shirts or dark suit coat). You may 
include green or red accents, if desired. If you do not have black, you may wear  
dark blue, dark green, or a similar dark color. Additionally, we request that the 
backdrop for your recording be a neutral color. (We assume most folks have 
light-colored walls, which will be a good contrast with the dark attire.) 

If you have any questions about what to wear, feel free to contact Sharon 
Guilliams at Registrar.Area12@HandbellMusicians.org so she

can address your concerns.


Are gloves required? What color gloves? 
Gloves are not required. However, if you normally wear 
gloves, please do so. Wear whatever color gloves your 
group would normally wear for a concert or formal 
service. 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Christmas Handbells 2020
MUSIC AND BELL EQUIPMENT 

I will not have access to a bell choir foam pad when I record my video 
submission. How should I do the Marts and Echos in Carol of the Bells? 

If you do not have sufficient padding to do a Mart, Alex has requested that you 
do a ring touch (RT) instead. Similarly, if you do not have sufficient padding to do 
an Echo, you may echo on your leg. [Don’t worry, we will have sufficient 
numbers of folks doing the marts, so it won’t be an issue for the final recording.]


Other virtual ensembles I’ve participated in have required me to have my name 
and group visible on my music folder or stand. Do I need to do this for this 
ensemble? 

No, you do not need to do that. In fact, we ask that you please use a plain black 
music binder or black music stand to hold your music. Also, if your foam pad or 
other ringing surface will appear in your video, please make sure that it is 
covered with nice material. We prefer black, but whatever you normally use for a 
concert or formal service is fine. (Please, no pink paisley!) Imagine you will be 
playing in a symphony hall to a packed house on Christmas Eve!


UPDATES 11/13/2020: 

• There is a typo in m. 111. The B-natural 5 that is marked in the score should be a B-
flat 5. (The B-natural 5 in measure 112 is correct.) 

• Please do not play the smaller staves marked “3 octave groups use this staff” (m. 41, 
77, 93-100). Please play the regularly-sized staves. (This means that in m. 41 & 77, 
the 8th notes go from G7 to B-flat 6, not from G6 to B-flat 5, and in mm. 93-100, the 
short snippet of melody is in the 7s, not the 6s.)
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• Please follow the octave doubling instructions as indicated at mm. 45-52 (top note 
only), 69-72 (top note only), 81-87 (all upstem notes, but see footnote for mm. 86 & 
87), & 109-116 (all upstem notes). NOTE: The B6-C7 & the D7 ringers should pay 
close attention to the doublings.


Please contact Sharon Guilliams at 

Registrar.Area12@HandbellMusicians.org  

if you have any additional questions. 

We’ll “see” you soon!
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